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By TAROLD SCARLICLE 
Post Reporter 


The Fastex, Inc., paper mill near Silshee, 
certainly no paragon of pollution control in 
years past, has impraved markedly in the 
past year but ts still not entirely out of those 
East Texas woods, 

This is the picture of Mastex’s pollution per- 
formance as reflected by the records of the 
Texas Water Quality Board and Texas Air 
Control Board, and by comments from offi- 
clals of the twa state agencies. 


The record of eastex, owned by Time, Inc., 
could be an indicator of what lies ahead on a 
much larger scale for Southeast Texas if Time 
absarbs Temple Industries as planned. 

Hugh C. Yantis, Jr., water board executive 
director, evaluated Eastex this way: 

“We used to receive many, many pollution 
camplaints about them. But since ahout two 
years ago, we have had few or no complaints. 
They are now puiting oul a much better ef- 
fluent than formerly, but I would say they are 
not yet satisfactory. They have some residual 

‘ prablentis.” 

Pamela Giblin, ¢ 
board, said: 

“We've been pressuring them on their air 
pollution problems, and I think they are com- 
ing around now. Thelr rnanagement seems 
much more receptive now, but we still have 
them under continuing surveillance.” 

Some ifems from the files of the two pollu- 
tion agencies: 


thief allorney for the air 


-@& Air board investigators referred Taste 
to the honrd’s te aah stall in March, 1972, 
“apprapriate action.’ 
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® An air board staff memo dated Jan. 9, 
1973, said sampling in July and September, 
1972, showed particulate violations from three 
plant sources, “In summary,” the memo said, 
“it is apparent the company has continued fo 
operate in non-compliance since inilial stack 
sampling in June, 1971.” 


@ A water board summary and analysis in 
December, 1971, said Fastex’s effluent quality 
had been “poor and frequently non-compliant 
for several years,’ but a pollution abatement 
project had brought some improvement, 


® Self-reports by Fasiex on its own dis- 
charge reflect compliance throughout 1972 an 
all its permit limiis, except for hier bioche- 
mical’ oxveen demand (BOD) in December. 
This was blamed on a plant upset. 

She water board in January, 1972, amended 
Fnsiex's permit. dts preposed amendinents 
were crilicized as inadeqiiate hy the Jeffersan 
County Wnvironmental Centrel Department, 
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the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 


and a citizen group called Clean Air & Water, 
Inc. 

One curious thing about the new permit: 

Ieastex, under its old permit, frequently vio- 
lated its limit on chemical oxygen demand 
(COD). The amended permit dropped the COD 
requirement, bur added a new one on total or- 
ganic carbon (TOC). 


However, the water board in ifs own in- 
spections does not ordinarily run tests far 
TOC, and iastex has keen submitting no TCC 
readings in its self-reports. 

Eastex stil is submitting COD readings, 
though, and these in 1972 were still as much 
as double what they were supposed to be 
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der the old permit. 


Yantis said he added the TOC resuleti jon 
and dropped the COD, at Eastex's request, he- 

cause the TOC test is more infermative and 

reliable, quicker and cheaper. It was not, 
ail a move to set Eastex off the hook on its 


non-compliant CGD levels. 


Wayne Rebinson, Fastex environmental eon- 
trol director, said ihe plant in fact has been 
testing Hs TOC culput, and these readings 
were well below pernii NS throughout 1972, 


He said the resuits had not heen sunpiiod ta 
the water board because there is no space for 
them on the sellrerortrg forms. 


He said the ‘OC restits in the fuimre will be 


added onto the self-reports. 

Robinson said Hastex is making cood prog: 
ress on pollution and by the end ef F473 will 
have in place air and water pollution contral 
equipment worth $i million in replacement 
value. 

“Another Mastex official, vice president Olle 
R. Crawford, displaved his faith in the plant’s 
pollution conirols in a bizarre incident on 
April 7, 1970. 

Before television cameras, Crawford accept 
ed a newsman's dare and drank a : 
Hastex effluent which included treated sews 
‘rom the plant. Crawlord showed no vis 
effecis. 
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